Dear Senator ________:


As Mayor of the great city of _________, I write to express my opposition to a bill currently pending in the Senate that will hamper law enforcement efforts to fight illegal guns.

H.R. 5092, misleadingly titled the “BATFE Modernization and Reform Act”, weakens law enforcement and protects criminals with the following provisions:
 
· Relaxed recordkeeping requirements: Dealers could not be penalized for lies and misstatements in ATF paperwork that were not deemed “material,” nor for failure to take proper care of their ATF-required records. 
· 60 day going out of business sale:  The bill loosens current regulations by saying that even if ATF revoked a license, in most circumstances the licensee would have at least 60 days to sell off their remaining inventory.  Current law offers no such loophole. 
· Complicates license revocation procedures:  Among many other things, ATF would have to give a preview of its evidence to a rogue dealer before revoking their license; but the dealer would not have to give ATF a preview of its defense.  
· Creates a high evidentiary standard:  In a revocation proceeding, would require ATF to prove that a dealer know the specific law he was breaking, a higher standard than is normally required in any civil or criminal case.

Unfortunately, the overall impact of H.R. 5092 is to take the teeth out of enforcement. That is why major law enforcement organizations oppose it, including the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the International Brotherhood of Police Officers, and the Major Cities Chiefs.

I urge you to vote against H.R. 5092. Law enforcement must be able to use every available tool to keep illegal guns off the streets. Americans everywhere who want safer neighborhoods and cities deserve nothing less.


                                                        Sincerely,


                                                        Mayor of ______________

